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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 05/03/2006. 
Claims 1,2, 4-6, 8-16 and 18-22 are still pending. 

Claims 3, 7 and 17 have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 08/01/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to Applicants' arguments, with regard to the amended claim 1, that 
Holloway does not discloses the amended limitations "receiving user defined 
preferences regarding handling of calls directed to the plurality of communications 
devices; storing the user defined preferences; and forwarding calls intended for at least 
two of the communications devices to a second one of the communications devices in 
response to receipt of the indication and based on the user defined preferences" (see 
REMARKS pages 16-17). However, the examiner notes that the amended limitations of 
"receiving user defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to the plurality 
of communications devices; storing the user defined preferences; and forwarding calls 
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intended for at least two of the communications devices to a second one of the 
communications devices in response to receipt of the indication and based on the user 
defined preferences" are not supported by applicants 1 specification; hence, it is new 
matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1, 11, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The ciaim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, applicants have added the limitations of "receiving 
user defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to the plurality of 
communications devices; storing the user defined preferences; and forwarding calls 
intended for at least two of the communications devices to a second one of the 
communications devices in response to receipt of the indication and based on the user 
defined preferences". However, the examiner notes that the added limitations of 
"receiving user defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to the plurality 
of communications devices; storing the user defined preferences; and forwarding calls 
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intended for at least two of the communications devices to a second one of the 
communications devices in response to receipt of the indication and based on the user 
defined preferences" are not supported by applicants 1 specification; hence, it is new 
matter. 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, applicants have added the limitations of "forwarding 
calls intended for at least two of the communications devices to the third 
communications device when the indication indicates that the first communications 
device is not within range of the second communications device". However, the 
examiner notes that the added limitations of "forwarding calls intended for at least two of 
the communications devices to the first communications device when the indication 
indicates that the first communications device is not within range of the second 
communications device" are not supported by applicants' specification; hence, it is new 
matter. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 11, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 1 1 recite the limitations of "forwarding calls intended for at least two 
of the communications devices to a second one of the communications devices in 
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response to receipt of the indication and based on the user defined preferences". It is 
unclear whether these limitations are referring to the same calls being forwarded from 
two different communications devices (it is impossible for the same call being forwarded 
from at least two different communications devices to the particular communications 
device at the same "exactly" time); therefor, making the claim indefinite. 

Claims 21 and 22 recite the limitations of "forwarding calls intended for at least 
two of the communications devices to a third communications devices when the 
indication indicates that the first communications device is within range of the second 
communications device". It is unclear whether these limitations are referring to the same 
calls being forwarded from two different communications devices (it is impossible for the 
same call being forwarded from at least two different communications devices to the 
particular communications device at the same "exactly" time); therefor, making the claim 
indefinite. 

For examining purposes, the added limitations are being considered. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 19 is objected to because of depending on the cancelled claim 17. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

For examining purpose, claim 19 is being depended on claim 11. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Holloway (US-2003/0092451). 

Regarding claim 1, Holloway discloses a method for managing calls directed to a 
plurality of communications devices associated with a user ([0022]; see figs. 1-2 and 
descriptions) comprising: 

receiving user-defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to the 
plurality of communications devices (described as "a single transmitter can be 
programmed to recognize different mobile phones associated with it and to transfer 
each mobile phone to a different extension. This could be utilized in an office where 
multiple employees utilize mobile phones for business or in homes where both spouses 
carry mobile phones" see [0022] and [0017]); 

storing the user defined preferences ([0017] and [0022]); 

receiving an indication [0017] that a first one of the communications devices (fig. 
2, 230) has moved within wireless communication range of a terminal (fig. 2, 220); and 
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forwarding calls intended for at least two of the communications devices to a 
second one of the communications devices (fig. 2, 240) ("phone 230 sends an overhead 
message to cellular system 210 requesting forwarding of calls to preferred phone 240" 
see [0017]) in response to receipt of the indication and based on the user defined 
preferences [0017]. 

Regarding claim 2, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 1, wherein 
receiving an indication comprises receiving an indication using a protocol comprising of 
Bluetooth [0019], IEEE 802.11(b), and IEEE 802.11(g) (inherently as "transmitter 220 is 
a low power RF transmitter" see [0017]). 

Regarding claim 4, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising receiving a second indication that the first communications device has 
moved outside of wireless communication range of the terminal [0017]; and 

terminating the forwarding of calls to the second communications device in 
response to receipt of the second indication [0017]; 

forwarding calls intended for at least of two of the communications devices to the 
first communication in response to the receipt of the second indication ([0017] and 
[0015]). 

Regarding claim 5, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising: receiving an indication that the first communications device has deactivated 
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wireless communication with the second device ("remove the forwarding request" see 
[0017]. 

Regarding claim 6, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the user defined preferences include a preference regarding forwarding calls to the first 
communications device when the first communications device is not within wireless 
communication range of the terminal ([0014]-[0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 8, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the user defined preferences include a preference regarding forwarding a notification 
[0006] regarding a call based on the received indication ([0016]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 9, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 8, further 
comprising receiving, in response to the notification, an instruction regarding handling of 
the call ([0006] and [0016]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 10, Holloway discloses the method as recited in claim 9, 
wherein the instruction regarding handling of the call includes an instruction regarding 
forwarding the call to a user specified device ([0006] and [0016]-[0017]). 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Holloway discloses a system for managing a plurality of 
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communications devices associated with a user (see figs. 1-2 and descriptions), 
comprising: 

at least one processors (inherently described as "programmed"; see [0017] and 
[0022]) configured to: 

receive user defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to each of 
the communications devices ([0015]-[0017] and [0022]), 

store the user defined preferences ([0017] and [0022]), 

receive an indication regarding wireless communications between a first 
communications device (fig. 2, 230) and a second communications device (fig. 2, 220), 
and 

forward calls intended for at least two of the communications devices to a third 
communications device (fig. 2, 240) in response to receipt of the indication ([0022] and 
[0017]). 

Regarding claim 12, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the at least one processor is configured to receive an indication regarding 
wireless communications using a protocol comprising at least one of Bluetooth [0019], 
IEEE 802.1 1(b), and IEEE 802.1 1(g) (inherently as "transmitter 220 is a low power RF 
transmitter" see [0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 13, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the indication indicates that the first communications device has moved within 
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wireless communication range of the second communications device [0017]. 

Regarding claim 14, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the at least on processor is further configured to: 

receive a second indication that the first communications device has moved 
outside of wireless communication range of the second communications device [0017]; 
and 

terminate the forwarding of calls intended for the at least two of the 
communication device to the third communications device in response to receipt of the 
second indication ([0017] and [0022]); 

forward calls intended for at least of two of the communications devices to the 
first communication in response to the receipt of the second indication ([0017], [001 5] 
and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 15, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the at least one processors is further configured to receive a second indication 
that the first communications device has deactivated wireless communication with the 
second communications device ([0017] and [0015]). 

Regarding claim 16, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the user defined preferences include a preference regarding forwarding calls to 
the first device based on whether the first set of processors receive an indication 
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regarding wireless communications between the first device and the second device 
[0017]. 

Regarding claim 18, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 11, 
wherein the user defined preferences include a preference regarding forwarding a 
notification [0006] regarding a call based on whether at least one processor receives an 
indication regarding wireless communications between the first device and the second 
device ([0006], [0015]-[0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 19, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 11, 
wherein the at least one processor is further configured to receive, in response to the 
notification, an instruction regarding handling of the call ([0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 20, Holloway discloses the system as recited in claim 18, 
wherein the instruction regarding handling of the call includes an instruction regarding 
forwarding the call to a user specified device ([0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 21, Holloway discloses a system for managing calls directed to 
a plurality of communications devices associated with a user of a communications 
network (see figs. 1-2 and descriptions), comprising: 

means for receiving user-defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed 
to the plurality of communications devices ([0017] and [0022]); 
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means for receiving an indication [0017] regarding wireless communications 
between a first communications device (fig. 2, 230) and a second communications 
device (fig. 2, 220); and 

means for forwarding calls intended for at least two of the communications 
devices ([0017] and [0022]) to the third communications device (fig. 2, 240) when the 
indication indicates that the first communications device is not within range of the 
second communications device [0017]; and 

means for forwarding calls intended for at least two of the communications 
devices ([0015]-[0017] and [0022]) to the first communications device when the 
indication indicates that the first communications device is not within range of the 
second communications device ([0015]-[0017] and [0022]). 

Regarding claim 22, Holloway discloses a computer-readable medium 
containing instructions (inherently described as "programmed"; see [0017]) for 
performing a method for managing calls directed to one or more communications 
devices associated with a user of a communications network (see figs. 1-2 and 
descriptions), comprising: 

receiving user-defined preferences regarding handling of calls directed to at least 
one of the communications devices ([0017] and [0022]); 

storing the user defined preferences ([0017] and [0022]); 
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receiving an indication [0017] regarding wireless communications between a first 
communications device (fig. 2, 230) and a second communications device (fig. 2, 220); 
and 

forwarding calls intended for at least two of the communications devices ([001 7] 
and [0022]) to the third communications device (fig. 2, 240) when the indication 
indicates that the first communications device is not within range of the second 
communications device [0017]; and 

forwarding calls intended for at least two of the communications devices ([0015]- 
[0017] and [0022]) to the first communications device when the indication indicates that 
the first communications device is not within range of the second communications 
device ([0015]-[0017] and [0022]). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) De Loye discloses "upon reception of a call from the radio communication 
network at the wireless mobile terminal, the call having a call type belonging to the 
predefined list, selecting an office device able to handle the call type; and forwarding the 
call to this office device" (see specification). 

b) Kotzin discloses the method for proximal wireless units (see specification). 

c) Olkkonen discloses the method for AD HOC network (see specification). 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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